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SUBJECT: CONTINUED INTEREST IN MASIRAH ARRANGEMENTS 
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1 . LOCAL WEEKLY PRESS GIVES PROMINENT COVERAGE TO STATE- 
MENTS MADE IN CAIRO BY UNDERSECRETARY EOR EOREIGN AEFAIRS, 
YUSUE AL-ALAWI, CONCERNING USG REQUEST RE MASIRAH ISLAND. 
AL-WATTAN OF FEB. 20 PRINTED EULL TEXT OF AL-ALAWTS INTER- 
VIEW WITH CAIRO NEWSPAPER AL-AKHBAR IN WHICH HE STATED, 

INTER ALIA, THAT NO AGREEMENT HAD BEEN REACHED ON THE USG 
REQUEST. AL-ALAWI STATED THAT UK-OMAN AGREEMENT WILL 
EXPIRE IN 2-3 YEARS, THAT OMAN WILL NOT "RENT” ISLAND TO ANY 
POWER-GREAT OR SMALL- AND THAT US HAD AGREED TO "CONDITIONS" 
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AGAINST ANY FRIENDLY ARAB OR NON-ARAB STATE. 

2. COMMENT: AL-ALAWI APPARENTLY HAS ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY 
AS SPOKESMAN ON THIS ISSUE (REFTEL). ON EEB. 23 HE LEFT ON 
A TOUR OF GULF CAPITALS (LESS KUWAIT) AND SAUDI ARABIA, RE- 
PORTEDLY CARRYING A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM SULTAN QABOOS. 
WHILE WE SUSPECT HIS MISSION MAY BE RELATED TO PRESENT EINANCIAL 
PROBLEMS (SEPTELS), HE UNDOUBTEDLY WILL BE PREPARED TO ANSWER 
ANY QUESTIONS WHICH MAY BE PUT CONCERNING MASIRAH. SO EAR, 
OMANGOV CONTINUING TO PLAY DOWN US REQUEST AS BEING HARM!, ESS 
TO OMANI AND ARAB INTERESTS. HOWEVER, POINTED REEERENCE TO 
EACT THAT AGREEMENT NOT YET CONCLUDED LEAVES OPEN POSSIBILITY 
THAT OMANIS CAN BACK OUT IF PRESSURE FROM OTHER ARAB STATES 
BECOMES TOO GREAT. 

WOLLE 
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